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I. BEasid redeployment of Vviet Hipnh batile corps poses imminent
threat to Tonkia delts.
A. Five Divisions from Dion Bien Phu asxpecied to be
in positiov arcund delta this week.
B. ¥ith short peried of rest apd resupply, could be
ready fer actiem by 19 June.
1. Following indieations Qf‘bbﬁﬁible eaeny inptent (o attack
delta noted:
4. Bapidity of divisions' return irom Dien Bian
“hu, although logical from worsening weather
ztandpoint, could imndicate plan for early
offensive.
B. Training of 17 battalions at Thai Nguyen
helieved by French for purpose of filling

out depleted battle corps.
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111, Cogny

looks for amajor

sttack 18~20 June, says it's "almost certain."

A. Be iz pessimistic about holdiag Hamoi: fears

enemy will concentrate on Hanoi-Haiphong rail-

road lines aad he won't be able to presvesnt

permanent bresk.

B, If such break occurs, he does not "intend to

Bave ansther Dien Bien Phu" and will withdraw

to Halphong

bridgehond.

1. Hanoi dependent on daily coal supplies

to maintain electric light plant and

all-important water purification system:

already reported low in rice supplies

dug presont Viet Minh harssswent cities'®

comsunications,
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General iwprezsion from military

and civilian leaders is that delta, except for Haiphong
bridgehead, can't last 30 days under major snemy attack.
full atteck

on delts would brieg mo disintegratioa of Fremeh regular
forces, even though their morale is poor.

A. However, Vietnamese troops would not be dependable.

we may see plecemeal

esmploynent of enomy battle corps im delta, rather than
full-scale attack.
KA. Thus, enemy could avoid head-on collision with
heavier armed Fresch forces and exposure to

air attack on thelir concentrations.

In face of eritical situation, Prench are plananing dbuild-up,
reorganization of deita defenses; say will try to hold all

of the delia,
A. Noat important plan is incresse in mobile
battalions from preszent 21-25 to 30~33.
B. 10-13 bdattalions will come from Lzos and
others from Africa.
C. Abandonment of some small, static posts will

relesse additional troopz for the mobile forces.

n. total infaatry

strength after huild-up and reorganization
will be 117 battalions, up from present 101,
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E. Fremch also plan to conceatrate mobile streagtb
in morth of delta, leaving southers areas to
Vietusmese forces.

1. Initially, though, mobile unrits will
support Vietnamsese in aouth.

YIii. Laos, to be stripped of 10 to 13 battalions for reinforcing
delta, faces possible rapid deterioration of security
situation.

A. YViet Minh regular strength in Laos, although
only 10 battalions, expected to take advantage
of Freach exodus and increase harassmwent of
local forces.

' B. Viet Hinh regulars will be abetied by some
2o #,000 irregulars,

X. On the political side, disintegration in Vietnam being met
imeffectually with old foermulas.
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&, Eao Dal considering Premier Buu Loc's replacement
with Hgeo Dinh Diem.

1. Uiem describod a3 "honest systic,” has
fow gurlifications other thaz iaflueace
amony fellow Rowman Catholics.

%, Were prospect 5f Lis hecowming premier
»&1d ta have redueced him to lancohsrent
state.

3. LlLong-standing eunmity between Bao Dai
and Diem suggests latter may be cast
in role of scapegoat.

4. Dliem's appolintment alght cost Vietunam
some of its ablest men who Tind hiw
distasteful, iacluding Governor Tri
of North ¥ietnam.

{a) But he has avowed to fire
“that imitation Freachaan®
and woald-be dictator,
chie? of otaff Binh.
B, Dejean's Own eolution to currcnt crisis is Bao Dai
as own premier, with three vice premicers.

1. Heowever, Dejean zpecifically named

three of mcul unpopular men in ¥Fiet-

ean for these pousts.
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XIl. Vietnamess foreign policy theme of American support shoves
gpotlight with imsistence on Preach approval of msuch-
delayed independence treaty.
25X1 a. nogotiation
of supplementary ecomnomic ard military con-
ventions, which French want signed hefore
treaty, has now been virtually suspended
pending CGeneva ocutcome.
B. Treaty delay not only precludes whatever
worale value night lie in ite saigning, but
alzo imaobilizes in Paris many high offi-
25K1 cinls of Vietaan government.
25X1
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